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Knowledge can be productively applied to 
promote technological change and facilitate 
reliable and regular fl ow of information. This 
requires signifi cant investment in goal-oriented 
research and development along with access 
models that can simplify market transactions and 
other processes within an industry. Initiatives 
in the areas of agriculture, small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) and traditional knowledge 
can demonstrate that knowledge can be very 
effectively applied for the betterment of the rural 
poor.

Agriculture
Agriculture provides the principal means of 
livelihood for over 60 per cent of India’s population. 
Despite a steady decline in its share of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), it remains the largest 
economic sector in the country. Low and volatile 
growth rates and the recent escalation of an agrarian 
crisis in several parts of the Indian countryside are a 
threat not only to national food security, but also to 
the economic well-being of the nation as a whole. 

NKC has identifi ed several specifi c areas of 
intervention within agriculture. In order to 
promote the application of knowledge in 
agriculture and enhance farm incomes and 
productivity on a sustainable basis, NKC engaged 
with diverse stakeholders and experts in a series 
of meetings in conjunction with the Indian 
Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR). The 
focus was on four areas, namely post-harvest 
infrastructure, organic farming, integrated pest 
management programs and energy management 

Knowledge Applications

in agriculture. A series of recommendations based 
on the deliberations has emerged. In addition, the 
NKC has begun work on agricultural research 
and extension systems to enhance and expand 
mechanisms for the creation and dissemination of 
relevant social and scientifi c knowledge. 

Traditional Knowledge
Traditional knowledge can be defi ned as knowledge 
which has a traditional link with a certain social 
group. Moreover, in a diverse range of areas, 
this knowledge is also crucial to the identity of 
communities in which it operates and is preserved. 
The appropriate application of this knowledge 
can enrich people’s lives and livelihoods, provide 
alternative means of sustenance and generate 
substantial employment. 

NKC is examining the following aspects of 
traditional knowledge: 
• The principles that should govern the 

documentation and use of traditional 
knowledge; 

• Plant based drug formulations; 
• Traditional agricultural practices;
• Culinary traditions; 
• Culture-specifi c tourism; 
• Traditional water-harvesting techniques; 
• Traditional products, services and art forms not 

included above. 

A working group has been constituted on 
globalizing traditional health sciences and the 
group has submitted its recommendations to the 
Commission. 




