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National Knowledge Commission

A nation can develop in two ways – either it learns 
to use existing resources better, or it discovers 
new resources. Both activities involve creation of 
knowledge. This makes it important to consider 
all activities that lead to the creation of knowledge 
directly or help in protecting the knowledge that is 
created. India must therefore examine issues such 
as innovation systems in the country, science and 
technology activities and the regime of intellectual 
property rights.

Intellectual Property Rights
Intellectual Property Right (IPR) has emerged as an 
indispensable strategic tool in today’s knowledge 
economies and societies, particularly in the context 
of economic globalization. The ability to compete 
in the global market depends to a large extent on the 
capacity to generate new ideas through innovation 
in science and technology, where such ideas are 
transformed into wealth-generating products. 
IPR, by conferring exclusive monopoly rights 
to its owner for a limited duration, has emerged 
as a signifi cant factor in creating incentives for 
innovation and generation of economic value. 
An effective IPR system is also a constituent of a 
reliable legal environment, which in turn becomes 
an important factor for decisions on foreign 
investment and technology transfer. 

Key systemic issues in this regard are:
• Clearly defi ned contractual rights and 

obligations enshrined in the law; respect for 
law; development of effective legal systems 
for enforcement; availability of accurate and 
detailed ready-to-use IPR information; 

• Opportunity for continual training of IPR 
professionals across sectors; creation and 
development of modern infrastructure, 
including human resources in the various IPR 
establishments; 

• Harmonization and streamlining of 
administrative procedures of the different IPR 
offi ces and perhaps most signifi cantly, the 
development of a vibrant IPR culture in the 
processes of knowledge creation, application 

Creation of Knowledge 

and dissemination, all of which are connected 
with market demand and rewards.

In a developing country like India, there are  
various sectors in the economy where India has 
the potential of achieving competitive advantage, 
in which substantive policy-legal issues connected 
with  IPR, along with its manifold dimensions, 
assume signifi cance.

NKC organized a nationwide symposium of top 
IPR experts in the country, drawn from academia, 
industry, law, government and civil society, to 
brainstorm on the topic ‘IPR Protection and 
Management in India’. The symposium was  
chaired by Dr. R. Mashelkar, the Director-General 
of Council of Scientifi c and Industrial Research  
(CSIR). To facilitate discussion on  some of the 
most pertinent issues in IPR that the country 
faces today, NKC believes that IPR is a factor of 
enormous strategic signifi cance in the context of 
knowledge creation, application and dissemination 
in the 21st century.

Innovation
Given that the Indian economy is growing at 
6-8 per cent per year, while exports are growing 
at 30 per cent compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR), and many Indian fi rms are successfully 
competing against international fi rms and brands, 
it can be concluded that this has been made possible 
by a combination of enabling environment, rising 
capital and labour productivity, and improved 
quality of goods and services at lower cost.  In the 
growth of quality and quantity of Indian economy, 
innovation is a key driver, although this may not be  
readily visible.  

NKC seeks to explore and discover how 
innovations are taking place, driving growth and 
improving competitiveness in various sectors of 
the Indian economy, with a view to replicating and 
enhancing innovation. NKC envisages a national 
innovation system, where entrepreneurship at the 
local and national levels is encouraged, and inter-
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disciplinary studies in science and technology are 
undertaken in order to encourage new approaches 
and methodologies. In order to explore this sector,  
NKC is undertaking a survey to seek answers from 
key players from each of these sectors. It will also 
hold a series of workshops with key players in each 
sector.

Science and Technology 
Development of Science and Technology is essential 
to ensure the economic and social advancement of 
a people. Leadership in science and technology is 
an indispensable facet of knowledge creation and 
application. Progress in science and technology can 
signifi cantly open new avenues for industry and be 
an engine for providing crucial knowledge services 
in a developing country like India. 

In order to be a leader in the global arena, it is 
imperative that India emerges as a leader in the 
spheres of science and technology. There is need to 
give further impetus to the scale and scope of research 

activities being carried out within the country. 
There is need to improve the research landscape of 
the country through various measures directed at 
ensuring better Research and Development (R&D). 
 
Some of the issues under consideration of NKC are:
• Identifying and removing hurdles in obtaining 

funding for research 
• Identifying some major unsolved problems in 

science and technology, where India can play 
a signifi cant leadership role in research and 
development 

• Identifying futuristic interdisciplinary areas in 
science and technology and setting up studies

• Envisaging the use of science and technology as 
a crucial tool for development and facilitating 
their use for solving problems of the poor and 
the underprivileged.

NKC has submitted a recommendation to the 
Prime Minister proposing the establishment of a 
National Science and Social Science Foundation.

Creation of Knowledge 






