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Knowledge concepts are organized, distributed 
and transmitted through the education system. 
It is through education that an individual can 
make better informed decisions, keep abreast of 
important issues and trends around him or her and 
most importantly, question the socio-economic 
arrangements in a manner that can lead to change 
and development. NKC's concern with many 
aspects of the Indian education system covers 
school education, higher education, professional 
education, and vocational education.

School Education
It is essential to address the issues related to school 
education in order to build the foundation for a 
knowledge society. Children must be from all 
backgrounds in order to prepare India for the 
21st century and to ensure that all sections of society 
can meaningfully participate in the development 
process. 

NKC organized a national workshop with a wide 
range of stakeholders in order to identify appropriate 
intervention areas. A model Right to Education 
Bill was circulated to all state governments. NKC 
submitted its recommendations to the Prime 
Minister in October 2006. Further consultations 
will be held with experts in order to frame policy 
recommendations on different aspects of school 
education, including the quality of education 
imparted, management of schools, developing the 
human resource capacity for teachers, and ensuring 
quality education for children from different 
backgrounds. 

Vocational Education 
An important dimension of India’s rapidly growing 
economy is the development of a skilled and 
educated workforce, and a demographic advantage 
over aging Western societies. Technicians and other 
skilled workers and craftspersons form the backbone 
of manufacturing and infrastructure development. 
There is a growing demand for skilled workers but 
data suggests that this demand is not met by the 
existing system, since the skills imparted do not 

match employer needs. For the system to become 
more relevant in the changing context and to 
leverage this demographic advantage in the future, 
there is a need to create a model of imparting 
vocational education that is fl exible, sustainable, 
inclusive and creative. 

NKC has submitted its recommendations to the 
Prime Minister on vocational education, taking 
into consideration consultations with a wide range 
of stakeholders. In addition to strengthening the 
current institutional structure, NKC has proposed 
alternative delivery structures to expand capacity, 
meet the increasing demand for skilled workers and 
provide training to workers in the informal and 
unorganized sectors. These include public-private 
partnerships, computer-based training, distance 
learning and a decentralized model that takes 
local needs and aptitudes into account. In order to 
achieve this, a robust regulatory and accreditation 
framework needs to be set in place. A national 
'rebranding' exercise should be undertaken to 
address the negative association of vocational 
education with manual labour. In addition, there 
is a need for a detailed manpower analysis before 
formulating policy.

Higher Education 
Higher education in India means to education 
beyond secondary school. The medium-term 
macro-objective for higher education would be to 
increase the gross enrolment ratio to 20%. This 
would imply more than doubling the scale of 
higher education in the next few years. The system 
needs to be expanded without diluting quality and 
by raising the standard of education imparted and 
making higher education more relevant to the needs 
and opportunities of a knowledge society. There is 
also a widespread recognition of the need to make 
higher education more accessible to all sections of 
society. 

NKC submitted its recommendations to the 
Prime Minister on higher education in November 
2006. The current regulatory structure needs 
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to be examined to make it more robust, fl exible, 
transparent and dynamic. The standard of colleges 
across the country urgently needs to be improved; 
this could be done by imparting greater autonomy 
to the colleges. The recommendations have a focus 
on quality enhancement in educational institutions. 
The recommendations have been drafted taking 
into consideration consultations with a wide range 
of stakeholders (including a working group on 
undergraduate education) and previous reports on 
higher education submitted to various ministries. 

Open and Distance Education
Almost half the students enrolled in higher 
education are receiving education through the 
distance mode, through open universities or 
through correspondence courses of traditional 
universities. But issues of acceptability of students 
for higher degrees and suitable employment persist. 
There is also an unprecedented opportunity with 
regard to open courseware (open education course 
content and material available on the web). There 
have already been great developments in broadband 
and internet infrastructure needed to facilitate 
the spread of open courseware, and this needs to 
be further developed in the country. A repository 
of such material could be developed by national 
experts for use across institutions. 

A working group on open and distance education 
has met twice to discuss the infrastructure – technical 
and organizational – needed to implement these 
reforms. A two-day symposium was also held, with 
participation from a wide range of stakeholders 
including international experts, academics, local 
institutions involved in the development of open 
courseware, government representatives and 
industry. 

Professional Education

1. Medical Education
India has wide disparities in the distribution of 
health professionals and health services, not only 
between rural and urban areas but also between 
various states. All the teaching hospitals and 
medical colleges are located in urban areas where 
only 30-35 per cent of the population lives. During 
the last 60 years, the present medical education 

programmes have failed to address these twin 
situations as health outcomes show. It is obvious 
that our health system needs revamping to make 
the changes needed to upgrade the existing medical 
colleges to be in tune with the astounding progress 
of science and technology in the fi eld of medical 
science. At the same time, rural medical education 
needs to be addressed by developing innovative 
tracks in existing colleges for establishing rural 
medical education programmes specifi c to our 
needs and training rural physicians within the 
existing medical colleges in the country.

NKC has set up a working group of practicing 
doctors and educationists to address the state of 
medical education as it stands today. Steps need 
to be taken to improve the standards in education 
and recommendations need to be worked out to 
implement the changes required.

2. Legal Education
Legal Education as an aspect of professional 
education has assumed considerable signifi cance, 
not only in terms of the historical utility of law 
in society but also in the current context of 
globalization. Legal education is a vital link in the 
creation of knowledge concepts as well as in the 
application of such concepts in society. The need 
for trained law personnel in academia, litigation, 
corporate practice, government and civil society 
has increased signifi cantly in recent years and it 
is estimated that the demands for such trained 
personnel will rise far more exponentially in the 
years to come. There is therefore need to articulate 
a clear long-term vision on legal education in 
India, guided by a continuing commitment to 
excellence.

NKC is engaged in consultations with some of the 
country's foremost practitioners and academics 
in legal education. Some of the key areas under 
consideration are:
• Access to quality legal education; 
• Methods of attracting and retaining a talented 

faculty; 
• Identifying avenues for continuous curriculum 

development; 
• Finding innovative solutions for infrastructure 

and administrative questions; 
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• Regulatory issues; 
• Developing a serious research tradition that is 

globally competitive; 
• Formulating a culture of sustained law training 

that meets the needs of the different sectors of 
the society and economy. 

3. Management Education
In the fi eld of management education, India has more 
than 1,200 institutions providing undergraduate and 
post-graduate level courses. Since the management 
graduates and post-graduates produced by these 
institutions are primarily absorbed by industry, 
there is a growing need to match the curriculum 
and structure of management education to fi t the 
needs of India better and sensitize it to the changes 
in the industrial and services sectors within the 
country. There is a need to measure the quality 
of the education provided by these mostly private 
organizations. This will also benefi t selection and 
recruitment by potential employers.

Some of the issues under consideration of NKC are:
• Constraints, problems and challenges relating 

to curriculum, teaching, infrastructure, 
administration and access;

• Methods of strengthening teaching and research 
in the management of public systems (including 
state governments and local governments), 
regulatory structures and public policy; 

• Methods of attracting and retaining talented 
faculty members; 

• Measures to promote and sustain research in 
management education; 

• Issues of autonomy and accountability of 
institutions; 

• Innovative means of raising standards and 
promoting excellence in management education 
situated in the wider context of society. 

4. Engineering Education
India produced a total of 415,000 engineers in 
2005. Though impressive, this is nowhere near to 
the number required. Over the next decade, India 
will have two signifi cant opportunities in the form 
of manufacturing and ). For India to make the most 
of these opportunities, the number of engineers has 
to be increased and their quality enhanced. 

Except in a few elite institutes, engineering 
education in India is often outdated and irrelevant. 
Most graduates do not possess the skills needed 
to compete in the economy, and industries have 
been facing a consistent skills defi cit. Also, most 
institutes, including premier institutes, fail to 
attract and retain quality faculty. These defi ciencies 
in technical and engineering education mean that 
India runs the risk of missing out on signifi cant 
opportunities. NKC is examining the following 
issues: 
• Constraints, problems and challenges relating 

to curriculum, teaching, infrastructure, 
administration and access;

• Methods of attracting and retaining talented 
faculty members;

• Measures to promote and sustain research in 
collaboration with Industry;

• Issues of autonomy and accountability of 
institutions;

• Innovative means of raising standards and 
promoting excellence in technical education 
situated in the wider context of society.




